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smuggled tea. The mind is oppressed with Ideas so mis-
shapen, and monstrous. Sacrilege, hateful as It always Is,
never before assumed an appearance so hideous and
deformed." All these arguments gave a peculiar force to
the demand for the repeal of the Test Acts, a demand
which Fox placed on the boldest ground of all, urging now
as at all _times that the State had no right to make any
inquisition into a man's opinions, and to punish or to
disqualify him on any other ground than that of his overt
actions.
The attitude of the three other leading statesmen was
pre-eminently characteristic, North roundly declared that
the Test and Corporation Acts were indispensable to the
safety of the Established Church, and that the Established
Church was indispensable to the safety of the nation. The
Dissenters enjoyed freedom and what they now asked for
was civil power. The Church was no longer intolerant, and
it would be an ungrateful act to deprive her after she had
survived all the assaults of popery, and had corrected her
own errors, of the necessary defences against other dangers.
As for,* the example of France, the unlimited choice of
Ministers and officials was one of the incidental advantages
despotism possessed over free constitutions. Pitt's conduct
was determined entirely by the Bishops, whose opinions he
asked the Archbishop of Canterbury to collect and com-
municate to him. Ten out of twelve prelates decided against
renouncing these temporal privileges, and Pitt decided to
resist the demand, though the Nonconformists who made it
had lately given him a stout support against the Coalition.
His speech was partly devoted to answering Fox's main
principle of the injustice of basing civil disabilities on
religious opinions. The State had the unquestionable
right to choose its own officials, and to lay down any
standard it thought proper. This particular restriction
was designed to uphold the Ecclesiastical constitution ; it
merely disqualified Nonconformists who carried their hos-
tility to the Established Church to the extreme point of